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Abstract

The 1977 archaeological excavations discussed in this
report were concentrated on Lots C and D of Block

16 of the Fortress of Louisbourg National Historic
Park. The excavation uncovered the remains of the

de Pensens-de la Valliére masonry storehouse on Lot C
and the Loppinot-Dangeac charpente house on Lot D,

both erected prior to the 1745 siege, and a New England
frame-built craftsmen's shop erected in 1746. Other
features uncovered include the adjoining section of
rue Royale, various piquet property boundaries and
related water supply and drainage systems which play
an important role in the explanation of the activities
which occurred in Lot C and relevant portions of Lot D.
Most of the archaeologically documented events were
found to relate to the construction, repair and
abandonment of the structure or features. Remains of
edible fruit types provided a glimpse into the diet

of the Louisbourg resident.
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Introduction

The 1977 archaeological excavations at the Fortress of
Louisbourg National Historic Site were concentrated in
Block 16 (Fig. 8), an essentially mixed civilian activity
area situated at the heart of the town site. The purpose
of these excavations was to uncover structural, strati-
graphic and artifactual evidence of the events which took
place in an area soon to be reconstructed or landscaped.

The following report pertains to the excavation of the
de Pensens - de la Valliére masonry storehouse, the Loppinot-
Dangeac charpente house, both erected prior to the 1745 siege
and the New England frame-built craftsmen's shop constructed
in 1746. Other features discussed in this report include
the adjoining section of rue Royale, various piquet property
boundaries and related water supply and drainage systems
which play an important role in the explanation of the
activities which occurred in Lot C and relevant portions
of Lot D (Fig. 10).

The report essentially relates imprints on landscape
and refuse discarded to the user-occupant of the site. Its
focus is therefore limited to the tangible leftovers of

events or activities which took place between man and his



environment and only incidentally touches upon human inter-
change. It describes little the daily life cycles but

rather sets its context: house, walking surface, well, latrine,
pots, and pans... rather than the daily occurrences which
these structures and objects allow or suggest. The actions
occurred but are not archaeologically explicit. A walking
surface exists but not the walking, gate posts remain but

not the opening and closing, the well still holds water but
not the bucket in motion, the pipe but not the smoke. These
actions are real but yet never truly documented in the remains
uncovered.

The event designation system utilized throughout the
archaeological discussion is an inevitable oversimplification
of a more complex sequence of site occurrences. It is not
exhaustive but rather selective of those events which appear
to punctuate most significantly the archaeological history
of the site. Construction, use, discard, destruction or
abandonment are all generic terms which group hundreds of
subordinate activities whose consistent description would be
too time consuming and would often lead, in the absence of
sufficient supportive data, from fact to fiction. For a
further discussion of the event designation system and its
use in matrix format see Appendix C.

The excavation and recording techniques utilized were
basically those contained in Volume I of Parks Canada

Archaeology Manual (1977). The area excavated was divided



into grid units of various sizes (Fig. 9) which corresponded
approximately with the structural and property parameters
derived from historical evidence, topographical observation
and previous proximate archaeological excavations.

The crew was composed of three site assistants, Charles
Burke, John Connolly and W. Bruce Stewart and up to 19
student and non-student excavators.

A brief relevant historical outline precedes the des-

cription and interpretation of the archaeological evidence.



Historical Evidence

The Fortress of Louisbourg served France as an administrative,
military and economic stronghold in the New World from the
early 1720s to 1758. It was twice besieged by the English.
The first siege, in 1745, resulted in a four year occupation
of the Fortress by New Englander and English troops while
the second one, in 1758, saw the final defeat of the French
at Louisbourg. The fortifications were systematically
destroyed in 1760. A British garrison remained until 1768,
following which the town was sparsely occupied until the
twentieth century.

No attempt is made here to relate further these events
which extend well beyond the scope of this report. However,
a brief overview of pertinent historical data concerning
Block 16 and more specifically Lot C and the relevant portions
of Lot D will facilitate the understanding of the
archaeological excavations.

Documentation concerning Block 16 is relatively scarce
and reference to the buildings discussed in this report is
far from complete leaving numerous questions unanswered.

"A History of Block 16, Louisbourg: 1713-1768," by
Robert W. Morgan is the most extensive secondary source

relating the events or history of Block 16. Morgan's report



provides a discussion of ownership, occupancy and structural
features for each property in the light of what primary
sources are availlable. It further includes relevant excerpts
from YBlock 16," a preliminary report on the architectural
features of Lots D and E produced in 1968 by Brenda Marchant
Dunn.

Despite the numerous gaps punctuating Block 16 history,
a number of relevant facts are well documented.

The representation of a small building, a corps de garde,

in a 1717 plan (Plan 1718-2; Fig. 1) marks the start of the
history of Block 16. This structure, which is described in
later plans as a poudri@re, pre-dates the official demarcation
of the block in 1722 and corresponds, as yet, to no arch-
aeologically documented feature.

It was not until 1734 that Block 16 received its final
dimension of 36 toises (70.17 m) along the rue Royale and
Place Royale (rue d'Orléans) by 29 toises (56.53 m) on the

rues St. Louis and Toulouse (Morgan 1975: 2). Interior

property divisions until 1734 varied somewhat while sections
of land were being bought and sold (Morgan 1975: 3). The
final repartition of properties included five Lots (A,B,C,D,
E) all of various widths and lengths. Lots C,D, and the
earliest boundaries of B all rested partially, at least, in

the area excavated this summer.



Lot B

Lot B was the earliest privately-owned portion of Block 16.
It was to change hands and size numerous times during its
occupation which ended with the destruction of its buildings
probably during a fire in 1767 (Foster 1965: 2).

First granted to a Marie Joseph de Villejoin in 1722,
Lot B originally included what was later to become Lot C to
the west (Morgan 1975: 30). Prior to the grant, however, the
de Villejoins had already built their house on the eastern
part of the property in 1720.

The western part of the property (which became Lot C)
was sold to Jean Chrysostome Loppinot in 1733. Loppinot was
an officer in the military but he is known to have involved
himself in business, most probably shipping. The property is
said to have measured 44.5 pieds along the rue Royale and 70
pieds towards the interior of the block. The remainder of the
Lot B property was sold a few weeks later to a Jean Richard
who remained its sole owner until 1736. At that time Richard
sold the northern part of the property to André Ballé&é. The
latter is said to have had a well within his property while
Richard kept the latrine. However, no clear reference is
given by Morgan on the date of construction of either well

or latrine, or their emplacement.



Lot C

Lot C came into being in March of 1733 when the original
de Villejoin property (Lot B) was divided in half. The
resulting Lot C property measured according to the bill

of sale 443 pieds along the rue Royale by 70 pieds towards
the interior of the block. However, Morgan regards as
more accurate a later 1750 property measurement of

45 pieds by 72 pieds (Morgan 1975: 67).

The most substantial structure built on Lot C was a
house erected by Charles Joseph d'Ailleboust most probably
in 1731, prior to the sale of the property to Loppinot.

It was first illustrated in its correct alignment and
proportions in a 1731 plan (Fig. 2: Plan 1731-3). The
average dimension of the house scaled from eight "reliable
plans" gave 42.9 pieds along the rue Royale by 23.63 pieds
towards the interior of the block (Morgan 1975: 67). The
only written description of the house dated to 1750 when it
was described as "a wooden house, one storey only with the
basement below" (Morgan 1975: 67). All plans with the
exception of N.D. 24 showed the house to have had a gable
roof. The only other reference to the construction details
of the house comes from the 1736 bill of sale for the Lot D
property which made reference to Loppinot's "maison de

charpente" leaning against the storehouse next door. The



house was still standing in 1768 when it was described
as being in only tolerable condition (Morgan 1975: 68).

Some historical evidence suggested the presence of
various structures in the backyard area of Lot C. The
largest of these structures was an unidentified building
situated at the southern edge of the property. However,
there was no written description of the structure and
it was only found illustrated on two plans which may have
shown structural features actually never built (Plans
1730-2 and N.D. 24; Morgan 1975: 65). "Appartenances
et dépendances" were referred to in the 1733 bill of sale
while that of 1750 mentioned "plusieurs cabanot, écurie,
étable, cour et Jardin" (Morgan 1975: 68). Finally,
reference was made in a 1736 bill of sale to a well
situated near or on the property line with the north end
of Lot B, designated by Morgan as Lot B-2, and which may,
at some time, have been shared with Fizel.

A large number of people, possibly more than six
families, lived in the house erected on Lot C. It is not
known if and by whom the house was first occupied from the
probable date of its completion in 1731 to that of the
sale of the property to Loppinot in 1733. It is doubtful,
however, that it remained vacant for a period of approximately

two years.



The Loppinot family owned and lived in the house from
1733 to 1750 with the exception of the four years of New
Englander occupation (1745-1749). His household numbered
thirteen persons in 1745: eight children, one slave and her
child, a servant and the parents (Morgan 1975: 60).

In 1750 Loppinot sold the house and property to an
officer, Gabriel Frangois Dangeac. In 1749 Dangeac's house-
hold numbered twelve members who all presumably moved into the
rue Royale property. It is not sure whether or not the
Dangeac family resided in the Lot C house for very long since
in 1751 Dangeac was transferred to Port Dauphin. His family
may have remained in the Louisbourg house but Dangeac in
1756 rented the house to a Lieutenant Colonel Marin of the
Bourgogne Battalion (Morgan 1975: 63). The size of the house-
hold of Lieutenant Colonel Marin is unknown.

The Lot C property was again sold in 1756 this time to
Michel Dummoncel. It is not known who resided in Lot C
after that date for Dummoncel never lived in the house and
there is no indication as to the number and identity of
British occupants from 1758 to 1768 or later.

In résumé&, historical documents have pravided some in-
dication of the dimensions and scant description of the Lot
C property and house as well as passing references to a well
and a number of backyard features. There exists no description

of the interior of the house nor are there any inventories



-10-

of any kind to suggest floor plan, space use or lifestyle

of most of the occupants of the house.

Lot D

Lot D came into existence in 1720 when it was conceded to
a career officer also engaged in business and commerce,
Jacques de Pensens. It was then described as follows:

... un Terrain danslad. Isle No 16 de 90
pieds de face sur la rue de Toulouze et de
126 deprofondeur lelong de la rue Royalle
faisant ensuperficie 11340 pieds quarrés
borné (aun) parladt. rue Royale, al'Est

par le terrain des. Lopinot laisné

Surrine longueur de 28 pieds, auS. par
leterrain réservé pourle Jardin du
Gouvernement, et al'O. par larue de Toulouze
(Morgan 1975: 69-70).

Michel Le Neuf de la Vallié&re, also an officer engaged
in business, bought Lot D in 1736. His family was to re-
main its owner until 1758 with the exception of the 1745
1749 period when the town was occupied by the New Englanders.

Numerous buildings were erected on Lot D some of which
relate directly to the excavation discussed in this report
while others do not. De Pensens had three main structures
erected on Lot D, two of which, a house and storehouse,
bordered on rue Toulouse while the third, another storehouse,
the remains of which were excavated in 1977, was situated

at the northeast corner of the property.
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Little is known historically about the storehouse
situated on the northeast corner of Lot D. It first
appeared on a plan in 1727 (Plan 727-9) and was presumably
constructed between 1724 and that date (Dunn 1968: 7, Plan
727-9). However, the storehouse was not illustrated in
its proper alignment until 1730 (Plan 1730-2) and in proper
relationship with the neighbouring Lot C house until 1731
(Plan 1731-2). The 1736 bill of sale described the storehouse
as a masonry structure measuring 42 pieds by 23 pieds along
a north-south alignment with a cellar running the entire
length and width of the structure (Dunn 1968: 7 and 8).
Morgan adds that the storehouse had two storeys above the
basement (Morgan 1975: 80). It was further known that the
east wall of the storehouse served as a support (if not the
actual west wall) for the charpente house built on Lot C.
No historical evidence indicated the location of windows
or doors or the presence of chimney or porch. The last
documentary evidence revealed that the storehouse was still
occupied in 1767 while in 1768 it was described as "much
out of repair" and no mention of occupancy was made (Dunn
1968: 89).

A craftsmen's shop was built in 1746 by the New Englanders
along the eastern edge of the Lot D property immediately to
the south of the storehouse (Dunn 1968: 10; Plan 1746-8).

It was a two storey frame building "erected to provide shops






