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The Development of Place Du Port (1717-1740) 

Place du Port, a small square adjoining the east end of the Louisbourg 

Quay, was formed as a consequence of the realignment of Louisbourg's 

streets. Realignment was first ordered in 1717, when Louisbourg was 

selected as the major fortification of Isle Royale and a planned urban 

development began. Until that time, the inhabitants had placed their 

buildings and properties in irregular sequence along the shore of the 

harbour, with a major concentration of buildings on the peninsula between 

the two branches of the Grand Etang. 

The first street plans did not affect these buildings or their 

haphazard streets, since Chief Engineer de Verville's plans of 1717 and 

1718 established a grid pattern only as far east as Rue de l'Etang. 

Because two branches of the pond extended west to this street, it was 

then impossible to maintain the grid pattern across Blocks 4 and 5. 

Consequently the buildings in and north of Block 4 were not scheduled 
2 

for realignment. 

In subsequent years the pond was reduced in size and it became 

feasible to impose a pattern upon this corner of the town. In 1722 and 

thereafter, Verville proposed the extension of a standard grid system 

into this area. Owners of buildings in the area had been forbidden in 

1721 to repair them, so that they might be removed to permit reorganization 
3 once they began to collapse. The owners, however, resisted this delayed 

eviction. Due to the large number of structures in this area and the 
4 

unwillingness of their influential occupants to move to other locations, 

the street plan for the area remained unsettled and unenforced. The 

royal mémoire of 31 May 1723, the definitive statement on the street 

plan of most of the town, merely requested the advice of the Louisbourg 

officials on what should be done with the disputed area around Block 4 

and east of the Quay. 

1 



Some of Verville's early plans had proposed an open Quay right to 

the pond, leaving clear the site of the future Isle du Quay block, 

possibly for a market, and enforcing the same Quay frontage upon Block 4 

as had been applied to Blocks 1, 2 and 3. Ibis would have required the 

demolition or removal of almost every building in the disputed area. 

Instead, in 1726, the governor, commissaire-ordonnateur and the new 

engineer, Etienne Verrier, recommended moving a number of these buildings 

northward and assembling them into a new block, the Isle du Quay (not then 

named). Minor adjustments to Block 4 would give it a straight frontage 

on Rue du Quay, with a cul-de-sac giving access to buildings isolated from 

the street. Rue du Quay, running east from the Quay, was to be a street 

of normal size bounded by Block 4 and the Isle du Quay. This plan, given 
•7 

royal approval in 1727, is reproduced in Figure 1. (Existing buildings 

are marked with dotted lines and lower case letters, while the proposed 

realignments are indbLcated by solid lines and capital letters ). 

Between 1726 and 1730, the Isle du Quay was formed almost exactly 

as planned, but the proposed changes were not made in Block 4. Verrier 

had intended that the placement of the Morin dit Langevin building (then 

unaligned, lettered "f" in Fig. 1) and the de la Motte building (Block 4, 

Lot D, lettered "g" in Fig. 1) should be adjusted to form the north frontage 

of Block 4 on Rue du Quay, leaving Lots B and C isolated behind them and 

accessible only by a short, angled alley behind the Morin building. 

Maps signed by Verrier revived modified versions of this project fairly 

regularly from 1726 to 1740. 

In the event, neither the Morin building nor the de la Motte building 

was moved at this time. The Block 4 frontage was left unchanged, with a 

row of buildings in Lots E, D, C and B angling away south of the proposed 

alignment. The gap left between the Isle du Quay and Block 4 was a roughly 

triangular open area to which the name Place du Port was eventually given. 
8 

It had one structure, the Morin dit Langevin building. (Fig. 2) 

The basic shape of Place du Port as formed between 1727 and 1730 was 

determined by the divergent frontages of Block 4 and the Isle du Quay to 

the south and north of the Place. An approximate eastern boundary to the 

Place may be located where it narrows to normal street size, between the 
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Baron house of the Isle du Quay and Lot D of Block 4. There is no firm 

western boundary, for Place du Port merges into the Quay without a defined 

edge. No major changes were made to this outline, though the existence 

of the unplanned Place was not fully accepted and its function remained 

unclear for some years. Uncertainty about various proposals about the 

area's shape and function permitted the Mbrin dit Langevin building to 

remain unaligned in the middle of the Place for several years. 

Many of the maps showing Place du Port between 1730 and 1745 simply 

ignore the existence of the Mbrin building, or even of the entire Place. 

In this respect the Vallée maps which accompany the 1734 survey of the 

town are of interest. (See Fig. 3) They leave out the Morin building 

and realign the Isle du Quay to cover most of Place du Port. As St. Ovide 

and Sabatier explained, "defects" in the alignments of the lots had been 

intentionally corrected on these plans. Place du Port and the Morin 

building projecting from it disturbed the regular grid pattern of the 

streets and evidently were still considered defects not suitable for 

official notice. Morin's property on Place du Port was not included in 

Vallée's 1734 statement of property concessions, but in that document, 

some of the properties in Block 4 and the Isle du Quay are said to front 

on Place du Port - one of the earliest uses of that name, which appears 

on no map before 1737. 

Apart from the maps that ignore Place du Port, another series of 

maps proposes what should be done about it. These plans, like the others, 

imply that the concept of a public place there was not fully accepted, 

for they frequently revive the intention of 1726 to put the frontage of 

Block 4 on the same line as the other Quay blocks, thereby obliterating 

the Place. This was to be done either by extending Lots C, D and E of 
12 . . Block 4 north to the Quay alignment, or by pivoting the Mbrin property 

so that it bordered the alignment, leaving an alley for access to the 
13 

lots behind it. In either case most of Place du Port would be eliminated 

and the Morin building would no longer protrude on to the Quay. These 

changes were not made, but as late as 1740 Louisbourg officials were 

speaking of plans for the establishment of a square in Place du Port 
14 

rather than acknowledging that one already existed. 

3 



About 1737 a minor adjustment was made. Claude Morin dit Langevin 

removed the part of his building that had projected on to the Quay in 

defiance of an ordonnance of twenty years' standing. The small part of 

the building south of the Quay alignment apparently remained standing. 

Place du Port was not affected, except that the building on it was reduced 

in size. 

The alterations made in 1737 are discussed in Verrier's lengthy note 

on a map dated 1740 (Figure 4) when Place du Port's function was again in 

question. The note, reproduced and translated below, suggests that by 

1740 Verrier doubted the necessity of preserving Place du Port and was 

willing to let Morin extend his building to complete the facade of buildings 
15 along the Quay. 

Le nommé L'Engevin habittant de cette Ville, occupoit par une 

Concession provisionelle du 10e 9bre 1717 Le Terrain ABCDEF, 

il luy fut ordonné il y a environ trois ans de tronquer Sa 

maison en GHIF et une petite cloture DEGH, pour suivre 

Lalignement des maisons qui sont sur le Quay, il obéit; 

Ce Particulier demanda pour estre dedomagé du terrain qu'il 

venoit de perdre La permission de rétablir Sa maison Sur le 

Mesme alignement des d maisons du Quay, il fut refuse parce 

que L'on vouloit faire de ce terrain une place. On estime que 

cette prétendue place Seroit d'aucune utilité l'espace en 

estant trop petite en Egard a une place publique. Une maison 

qui occuperoit ce terrain décoreroit le Port, l'utile 

dédomageroit ce particulier, et le public Jouiroit de lagreable. 

Lorsque le Revettement du Quay Sera fait il se trouvera une 

place assés espacieuse pour y déposer les bois et autres 

marchandises. 

[signé] Verrier 

This passage is not a model of clarity and is to some degree open 

to interpretation, but some conclusions may be drawn from it. First, it 

does not state that Morin dit Langevin removed the entire building in 

about 1737. He only cut off the part extending on to the Quay. The 

compensation requested and refused in 1737 must have been the extension 

4 



of his building along the Quay alignment covering an area he had not 

previously occupied. There would be no compensation in maintaining the 

small piece of building left when the north end was demolished, for Morin 

had not been ordered to remove that part. In order to remove the offending 

part, it may have been necessary to tear down the entire building and 

then rebuild the permitted section, but the compensation refused in 1737 

and reconsidered in 1740 surely involves not the existence of the building, 

but Morin's right to restore the entire house by extending it along the 

Quay alignment. Verrier saw the extension as decorative because it would 

produce the intended right-angle corner of the Quay. He was willing to 

sacrifice part of Place du Port because there would be enough storage 

space on the Quay. 

If only a small section of Morin's building remained in 1737, did 

he extend it in 1740? There is little to prove that he ever did, but the 

building did not entirely disappear. In 1741 it served as a storage 

building. In 1740 the commissaire-ordonnateur and the acting governor 

had expressed hope that masonry buildings would be built in the area to 

decorate the port, but again there is no evidence of the completion of 

such buildings. 

The incomplete street alignment seems to have become accepted at 

Louisbourg. In 1752 Antoine-Louis Fouillé, the Minister of the Marine, 

ordered the governor and commis saire-ordonnateur to remove all the 

buildings which interfered with an open Quay rnjnning from the Dauphin 

Demi-Bastion to the pond, as had been proposed on Verville's plans. This 

wool I have required the demolition of all the buildings of the Isle du 

Qua? and Presqu'île du Quay and the adjustment of most of those in Blocks 

4 ar d 5. Rouillé suggested that the open space might be used as a market. 

Engineer .Louis Franquet, while agreeing that these buildings marred the 

beauty of the port by obstructing the Quay, detailed all the inconvenience 

and expense which their demolition would require. The project was not 
"1 Q 

implemented. Apart from alterations to the Morin building, no changes 

were made to the shape of Place du Port after 1730. 

5 



Place du Port Property 

Ownership 

The property in the middle of Place du Port was first conceded on 

10 November 1717 to Claude Morin dit Langevin. "Concession du Sr. Langevin 

paralelle a la maison dud. Sr. Burel de 50 pieds de long sur 20 pieds de 

large." This concession, given royal assent 22 June 1718, does not specify 

whether there was already a building on the lot at the time, but a building 

is shown on maps of 1717. From that date, the property remained in the 

possession of Claude Morin until the fall of Louisbourg in 1745. When 

first ceded, it had been surrounded by other buildings, but the realignment 

of buildings and blocks eventually left it isolated in the middle of Place 

du Port. Morin's legal title to the lot had been weakened by the regulations 

about the realignment of the streets, the concession's original boundaries 

appear to have been forgotten, and the building's size and shape had been 

altered, but Mbrin's ownership was implicitly reaffirmed by Vernier's 
2 statement in 1740, and he evidently continued to own it until 1745. 

The Morin building, presumably converted or rebuild, served as a 

fish market to the English and American occupants of Louisbourg between 
3 

1745 and 1749 and again after the final capture of Louisbourg m 1758. 

Documentation on its history during the second French occupation is limited, 

but the building probably returned to the possession of the Morin family 
4 . 

for use as an open boutique. The single reference to this "boutique 

ouverte" owned by the Morins does not specify its location, but there 

is no evidence of any other owner of the Morins' Place du Port building. 

All residents were permitted to resume possession of their properties when 

they returned to Louisbourg in 1749, and since the English used it as a 

market in both occupations, it is a plausible assumption that it was "open", 

in arcade style, from 1749 to 1758, though it was evidently not a public 

market during that time. 
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The Morin dit Langevin Family 

The first biographical sketch of Claude Morin dit Langevin (c.1680-1755) 

was written by his son Jean-Baptiste Morin in 1781. According to the 

son, Claude Morin immigrated to the Newfoundland colony of Plaisance in 

1696, "tout jeune", on the recommendation of the Comte de Pontchartrain, 

Minister of the Marine. We are told that it was his intention to restore 

the fortunes of his impoverished family and that in order to devote all 

his energy to commerce, he refused a commission in the Plaisance garrison. 

He did serve as aide-major of the town militia and is said to have been 

wounded in the capture of St. John's in 1709. None of this, except for 

his militia rank, can be substantiated by the records of the Plaisance 

settlement, which do not mention Morin before 1711. Nevertheless, one 

statement in the younger Morin's description of his father's career rings 

true: Claude Morin was certainly out to "faire valoir son peu de fortune," 

to seek his fortune. At Plaisance and Louisbourg he involved himself in 

an unusual variety of business ventures. (Lbmpared to other Louisbourg 

conroercial figures, his success does not appear great, but he was perhaps 

unmatched in his willingness to try new professions. In 15 years between 

1713 and 1728, he was described as merchant, fisherman, merchant again, 

négociant, baker, tavernkeeper and innkeeper, and he also served as militia 

officer, church warden and estiLmator of property. 

Though he was known as "Langevin", Morin apparently was not from 

Anjou. Some Louisbourg records give Angers as his birthplace, but his 

marriage contract states he was from Chinon in the aixhdiocese of Tours 
o 

in Touraine, son of Claude Morin and Marie Troussard. Before coming to 

Louisbourg, Morin had been a merchant at Plaisance, where he seems to 

have been closely associated with Jean Lamoureux dit Rochefort. Rochefort 

was major of the Plaisance militia, and Morin aide-major, in a colony 
. . . . . . 9 

where the militia vas frequently active against English settlement. 

In 1713 Morin, who was said to be about 33, married Rochefort's daughter, 

Madelaine, who was nrobably not older than 20. Morin and Rochefort were 

joint owners of a small ship of 18 tonneaux burden, also called "Madelaine", 

which they sent in trade to Martinique, Quebec and possibly New England. 

7 
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When Plaisance was surrendered to the English in the peace settlement 

of 1713, Morin, described as a "charpentier", was hired to help make an 

inventory of the buildings there. His own house was estimated at 5,170 
12 livres, making it one of the more valuable properties of the community. 

The inventory was finished in September, 1714, and Morin and his wife left 
13 

for Louisbourg shortly thereafter. During their first years there, they 

lived on Rochefort Point where, by 1716, Morin employed six compagnons-

pécheurs in his fishery. He and Rochefort, who lived close by, still 
15 

owned the 'iMadelaine", which was then commanded by Francois Chevalier. 

In 1715 Morin again acted as an adjustor, estimating the value of the 

various royal buildings in the town.16 He also performed this sort of 

duty in a number of private disputes and seems to have had some technical 
17 

knowledge of construction practice. 

In the first concession of lots in 1717, Claude Morin received two 

properties, one on Rochefort Point and one on the future Place du Port 
"i q 

site. He probably moved into the growing town and abandoned fishing 

for trade at that time, since he had a building in town by 1717 and there 

is no later reference to a fishing business. He still held the Rochefort 
19 . 20 

Point concession in 1723, though it was not in use then and he lost 

title to it thereafter. 

Between 1717 and 1724, Morin's profession was merchant and négociant. 

Apparently the Place du Port site was at this time both his place of 

business and the home of his growing family. Details of his merchandising 
21 

business are very limited (the only sale recorded involved forge tools), 
but he is frequently mentioned in association or in conflict with the 

22 
neighbouring merchants, and he retained an interest in the "Madelaine". 

23 
In 1724 he was a marguillier of the parish of Notre Dame des Anges. 

In or about 1724, Claude Morin came into possession of another town 

lot and found a new profession, that of tavernkeeper. The way in which 

this new commercial opportunity arose may be reconstructed from indirect 

evidence. In 1727 Marie Heron, presenting for baptism the first of a 

series of children fathered by a sergeant of the garrison, stated that her 
24 

husband, Nicolas Demie (or Dernier) had been absent for three years. 
In 1723 the same Nicolas Demie, master carpenter and tavernkeeper, held 



25 
Lot A of Block 19 in the town, Evidently Morin took over Demie's lot 

and tavern business shortly after the latter's departure, for Morin is 

described as a "cabaretier" in 1724 and was definitely in possession of 

Demie's house by 1728. That lot was officially ceded to him 14 November 
27 

1730, without any reference to the previous owner. 

Morin became a baker at about the same time as he took over the 

tavern. The size of this business and even its location are unknown. 

The bakery may have been on the same Block 19 lot as the tavern, or even 

in Place du Port. Another possible site is a lot on the north shore of 

the barachois, which Morin had purchased in 1722 and which was still in 
' 28 his possession in 1735 and 1741, listed as "actuellement occupe". 

"Morin, innkeeper" is the most common description of his status 

after 1724, though he was also a baker and was sometimes said to be a 

merchant. The inn on the corner of Block 19, facing the Place Royalle 

(parade ground) and the citadel, was probably his major commercial interest 

after 1724. He apparently lived there with his large family and various 

lodgers until 1745. 

Morin probably reduced his activity as a merchant after becoming an 

innkeeper. He is occasionally referred to as a merchant after 1726, but 

references to his commercial transactions cease after that date. If he 

was not an active merchant, and if he moved to Block 19 scon after taking 

possession of the house and tavern, the principal use of his Place du Port 

building may have been as a private storehouse for his inn and bakery. 

The building was habitable and was sometimes rented. In 1736 Morin's 

future son-in-law, Louis Lagroix, a captain of a merchant ship who was 

later a négociant and outfitter at Louisbourg, resided in "the house of 
on 

Sr. langevin Morin habitant situated on the quay." In 1741 the building 

was hired for use as a storage place. 

By the mid 1730s, Claude Morin may have been assisted in his various 

endeavours by some of his «children. The Morin's first child, a girl, had 
30 

been born in 1715 or 1716. She was followed by 11 others, of whom two 
died in infancy and one in adolescence. (See Fig. 5) Their youngest child, 

Marie Josephe, was born in 1740, when Morin was about 60 and his wife over 
31 

40. None of the children married before the f i r s t capture of Louisbourg 

9 
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and the subsequent evacuation of its inhabitants. It is not known whether 

all the children lived with their parents until 171+5, By that time the 

two eldest sons, born in 1717 and 1720 respectively, were beginning careers 

in the colonial administration. 

When he returned to Louisbourg in 1749 Claude Morin was temporarily 

impoverished and received royal assistance in the form of a musket and 
32 

powder. Apparently he had turned over leadership of the family to his 

sons, for there is no evidence that he resumed any of his businesses. 

He was an old man, said to be about 80 and known as "Morin père" when he 

died in Louisbourg. He was buried in the parish cemetery on 2 January 
33 

1755. His widow continued to live in their house in Louisbourg until 
34 the fall of the town in 1758. She subsequently went to the new colony 

of St. Pierre and Miquelon, where she received one of the first concessions 
35 

of land on the harbour of St. Pierre. 

Claude Morin's eldest son, Jean-Baptiste, known in Louisbourg as 
3fi 

Morin 1'aine (c.1717-88), began work in the magazin général in 1737. 

By 1754 he was garde magazin as well as notaire royale, greffier of the 
37 Consexl Supérieur and secretary to the commis saire-ordonnateur. in 

1749 he and his wife, a native of Isle Royale whom he had married in 
38 

France, employed four servants. By 1758 they had two children and 
39 

owned two slaves. In 1753 he was described as "well off though a baker's 
son," and such rumors were cast about his integrity that he had to go 

to France to defend himself before being confirmed as garde, magazin. 
41 

He remained in the colonial service in France after the fall of Louisbourg. 

Antoine Morin (1720-85), known as Morin cadet, also began his career 

in the colonial service, but his major activity was private commerce. 
42 

Though he was first described as a négociant in 1743, he was said to 

be just beginning his business in 1749 when the administration assisted 
43 him with a loan of ship's accessories which he was to repay when able. 

Antoine Morin may have developed some business contacts during the four 

years in France, for at Louisbourg he frequently acted as a representative 

for French merchants and outfitters, as well as for residents of Louis­

bourg. By 1750 he possessed at least one ship and in 1752 he owned 

a large piece of land at the north end of Louisbourg harbour. It was 



11 

cultivated by tenant farmers whose produce he sold. On one map the 
. 46 

stream crossing this land is called Ruisseau Morxn. In the town itself 
he operated a storehouse on the Block 19 site, and an open boutique in 

4-7 
Place du Port. He also retained some official duties, acting as garde 

magazin while his brother was in France and holding positions at the 

hospital and king's bakery. It was said that he had so many activities 
48 

that he send a boy to fill these latter duties for him. He and his 

brothers had militia commissions during the sieges. After the fall 

of Louisbourg, Antoine Morin and his family settled in St. Pierre, as 

did his mother and his brother Claude-Joseph, also a négociant. In St. 

Pierre both brothers eventually received administrative positions, 

Antoine as controlleur and Claude-Joseph as garde magazin. After 

retiring to France, Antoine supported at least two of his unmarried 
51 sisters until his death in 1785. 

The Morin sons were more conspicuously successful in their careers 

at Louisbourg than their father had been. Claude Morin's commercial 

status stabilized at the level of innkeeper and baker. We may presume 

he was able to support his family and he saw his sons placed in admin­

istrative positions, but after 1725 there is no evidence of notable 

wealth: no major purchases of property, no shipping or trading activity, 

and no public offices. His sons, starting from minor administrative 

positions, rose higher and gained some power in the community. During 

the second occupation they had servants and slaves, owned valuable 

properties and constantly recorded financial transactions and legal 

matters. Two of their sisters married respectively a négociant, Louis 
57 53 • 

Lagroix, and a ship's captain, Jean Lessenne. However, there exists 

a number of references to the character of the Morin sons and not all 

are favourable. In 1753, the year that Jean-Baptiste Morin's integrity 

was being questioned, the merchants of St. Halo referred to the Morin 

brothers and their sudden wealth as examples of Louisbourg's "gros 

négociants" who by their lucrative trade with New Ehgland were forcing 

French merchants out of the market and yet raising prices at Louisbourg, 
54 

to the detriment of both France and Isle Royale. Near the end of his 
life, Jean-Baptiste Morin was jailed in France for mishandling official 


