The Golfing Rimmers

William Rimmer was born on 1°* October 1863, in Formby, Lancashire, England, to Thomas

Tyrer Rimmer (b. 1822) and Ellen Rimmer (formerly Neale, b. 1827). The Rimmer, (or
“Rymer” as it was earlier known) family has its origins in the Formby area, and can be traced
back to the Doomsday Book.

As a young boy, William was Formby’s first Telegraph boy, and later became Formby’s first
ever postman.

At 17, William went to sea, first sailing before the mast under Captain Flynn, on a trading
ship plying between Liverpool and America for the Liverpool shipping line James Baines &
Co. He then went on to sail on the SS “Lord Clive” between Liverpool and Philadelphia.

Leaving his life on the high seas, William returned to Formby, and in 1884 began the task of
designing and building Formby Golf Links, at the time a 9-hole golf course, built on land
known as “The Warren”, rented from local farmer Mr William Halewood, situated to the
west of the Liverpool-Southport steam railway line.

A perk of the job of Head Green Keeper for the new course was a cottage, situated on what
is now alongside the 14" fairway. At the time the cottage was called “Warren Cottage”,
named after the farm on which it stood. Later, after a brief period when it was known locally
as “McEvoy’s Cottage”, it was re-named “Golf Cottage”, a name it keeps to this day.

On 4™ March 1889, William married Margaret Porter from Wallasey, in a ceremony
conducted by the Rev. John Francis, at St Nicholas Church, Liverpool.

For 18 years William tended the greens of Formby Golf Club, and designed and built the first
men’s and women’s courses. He left the Club in 1903 (to be replaced by Thomas McEvoy,
who served the club for 30 years).

Moving only a short distance away, William planned, created and almost single-handedly
built the Freshfield Golf Links, where he served as Head Green Keeper for thirty years.

He was also involved in the planning, designing and construction of Royal Birkdale Golf Club,
although never left his beloved Formby links for a permanent position a few miles north.

An article from “Formby Folk”, published in the local newspaper, the “Formby Times” in
1902 best describes the life and times of William, who was a true Formby character:






William and Margaret had a total of 9 children, 5 girls and 4 boys, many of who were born in
the tiny Warren Cottage on Formby Golf Links. They all attended St Peter’s Primary School in
Paradise Lane, Formby.

The girls were Ellen (Nellie), Margaret (Maggie), Anne (Annie), Ada, and my own maternal
grandmother Elizabeth.

The boys were Thomas, Edward, Henry (Harry) and James. Four young men who, having
been born and raised on a golf links soon took to the sport as if second nature, and
continued the fine golfing tradition set by their father William.

William & Margaret Rimmer, with six of their children.

William Rimmer died peacefully at his home, 18 Massams Lane, Formby, on 20 February
1947, aged 84.



Thomas “Tom” Rimmer (b. 1890 — d. 1946, aged 56)

Thomas Rimmer served in the Army during WWI

Head Green Keeper at West Cheshire Golf Club

Head Green Keeper at Huyton Golf Club (now Huyton & Prescot Golf Club)



James “Jimmy” Rimmer (b. 1897 - d. 30.07.1940, aged 43)

Before the outbreak of WWI, Jimmy Rimmer worked as a labourer in a copper works in
Liverpool. He joined the Army and enlisted in the King’s Liverpool Regiment, being
discharged on invalidity pension in 1917.

He then followed his love of golf, and became Golf Professional at Bidston Golf Club 1921 -
1925, a role later taken over by his younger brother Harry.

Renowned as one of the longest hitters of his day, Jimmy performed with distinction in the
Open Championship of 1924, when he tied with J.H. Taylor as the leading qualifier.

Jimmy emigrated to Canada in March 1925 aboard the SS Lancastria, to take up a golf
professional’s job there on a new course, the Jasper Park Lodge course, designed by
renowned course architect Stanley Thompson.

Jimmy Rimmer played at the opening of Jasper Park Lodge and teed off with Lord (Julian)
Byng, then the Governor-General of Canada. Jimmy made the first hole in one, and so
impressed his Lordship that he took out a gold pin and presented it to Jimmy as a memento.
He was Golf Professional at Jasper Park Lodge, Alberta, Canada 1925 —1933.

He won the Alberta Open at Jasper Park in 1926 with a score of 150. He came close to
winning the Canadian Open on more than one occasion, but never gained the title.

He set a course record at Jasper Park Lodge of 63, which remained in place until many years
after his death.

Jimmy is pictured here (in white shirt and tie) at the opening of Jasper Park Lodge, on 17"
July 1925, with Lady Haig, General Earl Haig WW 1 Commander-in-Chief of British forces and
Captain of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews, Stanley Thompson, Walter Pratt,
General Manager of Canadian National Railways Hotels:



Jimmy married Elizabeth “Bessie” Gray in November 1928, and had one child, Edward
“Ted” Rimmer, born in Jasper on g April 1930. (Ted also acted as part-time green keeper at
Jasper Park Lodge during his holidays from school).

In November 1932 Jimmy returned to England with his wife Bessie and their son Edward
aboard SS Letitia, to visit his family, before they all returned to Canada on the same ship in
May 1933 for Jimmy to take up a new post in Halifax.

His wife’s parents did not approve of their move so far from Alberta, and insisted young Ted
remain with them. Bessie followed Jimmy to Halifax, returning frequently to visit their son in
Alberta.

Jimmy became the Professional at Ashburn Golf & Country Club, Halifax, Canada from 1934
until his death in 1940.

He won the Canadian Maritime Open 1934; 1937; 1938; 1939, and was runner-up in 1935
and 1936.

During the Canadian winters Jimmy travelled with his wife Bessie and son Ted to Bermuda,
Jamaica, and Los Angeles and worked as Golf Professional at various clubs there.



A tragic accident resulted in the death of Bessie, from meningitis after falling in a pond on
the golf course at Halifax. Jimmy was distraught at her passing, turning to drink, and not
long after he took his own life.

Jimmy Rimmer’s Obituary articles from Canadian newspaper cuttings

James, Bessie & Ted Rimmer on board SS Letitia on the way home to Canada after a visit to Liverpool in 1933






Edward “Eddy” Rimmer (b. 1901 - d. 1979, aged 77)

Edward Rimmer served in the Army during WWI

Head Green Keeper at Freshfield Golf Club (taking over from his father William Rimmer)
Head Green Keeper at Leasowe Golf Club

Head Green Keeper at Widnes Golf Club



Formby Times, Wednesday 21" February 1979



Henry “Harry” Rimmer (b. 12.01.1906 - d. 31.12.1967, aged 61)

Harry Rimmer, playing as a young man, and later practising before a tournament
at Royal Liverpool just after WWI, watched by Sam King the Knole Park Professional

Professional and later (due to ill health) Club Steward at Bidston Golf Club 1925 - 1967,
succeeding his elder brother Jimmy.

Known as a splendid natural striker of the ball, with “unlimited talent”, but let down by
his putting skills.

Harry covered the Royal Birkdale Links in 68, in what was then the second most
important tournament after the Open, the Southport Dunlop event.

One of his little “trick shots” was to hit the ball high from the bunker, making the ball

rise almost vertically. As the ball fell, he would take a second hit at it like a baseball bat,
and having the eye of a hawk he always connected! Unfortunately, on one occasion, the
ball struck the head where it joined the shaft, resulting in a permanent bow to the club!

This quote from “Golfing Gadds” recalls one of the more notable of Harry’s golfing
partners at Bidston:

One of the sporting headlines of 1928 was the goal-scoring feat of the Everton F. C.
Centre-Forward Bill 'Dixie’ Dean, who was born in Birkenhead on the Wirral and loved to
play golf with local pros like Harry Rimmer of Bidston and Bill Davies, the Ryder Cup
player from Prenton and later Wallasey. In his biography by John Keith, we are told that
Dean got down to scratch in his teens and was a winner of the now defunct Wirral
Amateur Championship; many who saw him play thought that he would have made a
good pro.






